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THE LIFT2 TEACHER SURVEY, MAY 2006
As part of our continuing study of LIFT2 and the teachers involved, we would appreciate your completing this questionnaire. It is designed to gather information about how you approach instruction with your students now. There will also be a brief follow-up questionnaire at the end of the next school year. 

Please complete this questionnaire with your honest and thoughtful responses and comments.  If there are questions that you do not wish to answer or that do not apply to you and your circumstances, please write “not applicable” or N/A in the space provided.  Confidentiality is important to us, and no names or personally-identifying information will be used in reporting the data.  Completing the questionnaire should take approximately 20 minutes.

Thank you for your help.

****************************************************************************************

Personal and Professional Background Information

1. What is your School District?


Lexington
2. How many years have you been teaching?






 1-2

 3-5

 6-10
 11-14

X 15+

3.  What courses are you currently teaching?  (Please include grade level.)


Mathematics grades 6, 7, 8.
4. What other courses are you taught in the last two years? (Please include grade level.)


Mathematics grades 6, 7, 8; “Problem Solving”;  “MathCounts” (Lexplorations - LEA Summer Program); MA State MathCounts Assistant Coach; PROMYS Counselor (BU’s Math Summer School).
5. Please provide us with the following information about your educational background:

BA concentration: _Math, Education____________________________
MA concentration: _Math, Education____________________________
Ph.D./Ed. Concentration: ______________________

6. What motivated you to participate in LIFT2? (Check as many as apply)

· I wanted the opportunity to exchange ideas with my colleagues.

X

I wanted the chance to learn new technologies.

· I wanted the chance to use new technologies with my students.

X

I wanted to broaden my knowledge of curriculum.

· I wanted to learn more about instructional design and curriculum development.

· I wanted to earn a stipend.

· I wanted a summer job.
X

 I wanted industry experience.

X

I was intrigued by the innovative approach of the project. 

· I wanted a laptop computer.

7. Please provide the last four digits of your social security number for data entry purposes: 

_9____     ___4__     ___7__     __4___

Teaching Style and Classroom Management

1. About how often do you have meetings with other teachers to discuss and plan curriculum or teaching strategies?



never 




 every other month

X once a week


 once or twice a year
 once a month


 two or three times a week

2. To what extent do you currently use the following instructional strategies and methods in your classroom?
	Strategies & methods
	Level of use*

	lectures
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	small-group instruction
	
	
	
	3
	
	

	group or individual projects
	
	
	2
	
	
	

	portfolio assessments
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	whole-class activities
	
	
	
	3
	
	

	hands-on activities
	
	
	2
	
	
	

	individualized learning
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	differentiated instruction
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	interdisciplinary projects
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	student-centered activities
	
	
	
	3
	
	

	teacher-centered activities
	
	
	2
	
	
	


*0=never; 1=once a month or less; 2=a few times a month; 3=weekly; 4=a few times a week; 5=daily

3. To what extent do you use the following assessment activities with your students?

	Activity
	Level of use*

	written homework assignments
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	short-answer tests
	
	
	2
	
	
	

	essay tests
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	class participation
	
	
	
	3
	
	

	portfolios
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	student presentations
	
	
	2
	
	
	

	web publishing
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	online discussions
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	projects
	
	
	2
	
	
	

	teacher-developed materials
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	packaged
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	conferences
	
	1
	
	
	
	


*0=never; 1=once a month or less; 2=a few times a month; 3=weekly; 4=a few times a week; 5=daily

4.  Please circle how often your students do the following types of activities in your classes.

	I ask students to…
	Never
	Rarely
	Some-times
	Often
	Almost Daily

	a) learn problem solving strategies. 
	
	
	
	
	4

	b) follow my specific step-by-step instructions. 
	
	1
	
	
	

	c) work in small groups.
	
	
	
	
	4

	d) work with open-ended questions, for which there is no one right answer.
	
	
	
	3
	

	e) research or investigate topics that students select.
	
	
	
	
	4

	f) work on a long project, for a week or longer.
	
	
	
	3
	

	g) evaluate students through their products instead of tests (authentic assessment).
	
	
	
	3
	

	h) instruct other students or edit other students’ work.
	
	
	
	3
	

	i) present their knowledge to me and the class.
	
	
	
	3
	

	j) review and revise their own work.
	
	
	
	
	4

	k) observe fair use and copyright law.
	0
	
	
	
	

	l) abide by the school’s acceptable use policies.
	0
	
	
	
	

	m) use safe Internet practices
	0
	
	
	
	


5.   Different teachers have described very different teaching philosophies to researchers. For each of the following pairs of statements, check the box that best shows how closely your own beliefs are to each of the statements in a given pair.  The closer your beliefs to a particular statement, the closer the box you check.  Please only check one  per set. 

	a. “I mainly see my role as a facilitator.  I try to provide opportunities and resources for my students to discover or construct concepts for themselves."
	X 
	"That’s all nice, but students really won't really learn the subject unless you go over the material in a structured way.  It's my job to explain, to show students how to do the work, and to assign specific practice."

	b. "The most important part of instruction is the content of the curriculum.  That content is the community’s judgment about what children need to know.”


	 X
	"The most important part of instruction is that it encourages “sense-making” or thinking among students.  Content is secondary."



	c. "It is useful for students to become familiar with many different ideas and skills even if their understanding, for now, is limited. Later, in college perhaps, they will learn these things in more detail."
	 X
	"It is better for students to master a few complex ideas and skills well, and to learn what deep understanding is all about, even if the breadth of their knowledge is limited until they are older."



	d. "It is critical for students to become interested in doing academic work— interest and effort are more important than the particular subject-matter they are working on."
	X 
	"While student motivation is certainly useful, it should not drive what students study. It is more important that students learn the history, science, math and language skills in their textbooks."



	e. "It's a good idea to have all sorts of

activities going on in the classroom. Some students might produce a scene from a play they read.  Others might create a miniature version of the set.  It's hard to get the logistics right, but the successes are so much more important than the failures."
	X 
	"It's more practical to give the whole class the same assignment, one that has clear directions, and one that can be done in short intervals that match students' attention spans and the daily class schedule."


6.  To what extent do you use the following teaching resources in your classroom?

Level of use*

	Resource
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Textbooks
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	teacher-developed materials
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	other print materials
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	school library materials
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	video and/or ITV
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	Camcorder
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	classroom visitors
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	field trips
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	instructional computer software/CD-ROMs 
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	word processing software 
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	spreadsheet or graphing software
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	presentation software (e.g., PowerPoint, Hyperstudio)
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	graphics software (e.g., Photoshop) 
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	Content web-sites on the Internet
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	E-mail communication with other people and classrooms
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	digital camera, scanner
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	graphing calculators
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	Probeware
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	personal digital assistants
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	science simulations
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	math applets
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	electronic whiteboard
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	assistive technologies (such as specialized keyboards, text-to-speech, voice recognition)
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe):


	
	
	
	
	
	


*0=never; 1=once a month or less; 2=a few times a month; 3=weekly; 4=a few times a week; 5=daily

The Availability and Use of Technology

1.  Do you have a home computer? 
X yes   no

2.  Approximately what percentage of your students have computers at home?
100


3.  How many computers did you have in your classroom this year? 

	1


4. Do your students use computers in the school’s computer or media lab? Yes ___  No _ X _

If yes, which statement best characterizes your students’ use of the computer lab (check all that apply):

____ My students would work with the computer specialist on activities that the specialist had planned independently from me.

____ My students would work on activities that the computer specialist and I had designed together. 

____ My students would work on activities that I had designed. 

____ Other (please describe: ____________________________________________)

5. Indicate your current expertise with the following tools by circling the most accurate statement.

	computers 

(in general)
	.
	
	I rarely

need help.
	.
	.
	

	Internet 
	.
	
	.
	I never 

need help.
	.
	

	email
	.
	
	.
	I never 

need help.
	.
	

	word-processing (e.g., Apple Works, MS Word)
	.
	
	.
	I never 

need help.
	.
	

	presentation software (e.g., PowerPoint, Hyperstudio)
	
	
	.
	.
	.
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	spreadsheet & graphing software
	
	I sometimes

need help.
	.
	
	
	

	writing & research tools (e.g., Inspiration)
	
	.
	.
	
	
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	web page design (FrontPage, Mozilla, Dreamweaver)
	
	
	
	
	
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	graphics (Photoshop, digital cameras, scanners)
	.
	
	.
	
	
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	graphing calculators
	
	
	
	I never 

need help.
	
	

	Probeware
	
	
	
	
	
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	personal digital assistants
	
	
	
	
	
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	science simulations
	
	
	
	
	
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	math applets
	
	
	
	
	
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	electronic whiteboards
	
	.
	
	
	
	N/A 

(Have never used)

	Assistive Technologies
	
	.
	.
	.
	.
	N/A 

(Have never used)


6.
How comfortable do you feel using technology in the classroom with students?

	very
	
	
	somewhat
	
	
	very

	uncomfortable
	
	
	comfortable
	
	
	comfortable

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	X


Professional Growth and Change
1.
In what areas do you expect the greatest professional growth with LIFT2? (Rank only the three most important: 1=first; 2=second; 3=third)


1
enhanced knowledge of technology



broader knowledge of content



changes in the way I teach basic subjects



more project-based instruction


3
more effective use of technology with students


2
greater integration of technology in the curriculum



more student-centered classroom environment



increased collaboration with colleagues to improve my teaching



greater application of school learning to the workplace



more effective communication and presentation skills



other ______________________ (please specify)

2. Which of the following do you feel are some of the barriers to changing your teaching practice? Please check all that apply to you.





X lack of time 






 inadequate time for planning and implementation





X my instructional style is already successful





 lack of necessary technical skills




 gaps in knowledge in my discipline





 my need to learn a greater variety of teaching strategies





 not enough appropriate professional development





 lack of continuity for implementing new classroom strategies





change is difficult  





 inadequate resources (e.g. equipment, software, finds)





 no administrative support for change





 no peer/colleague support for change





 other













please specify

3.  Name 3 things you hope to learn through your LIFT2 project this year:


Better use of technology


Web page design


Applications of mathematics 

Thank you very much.

